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Waves, Corpsmen Stand Inspection; 
Nine Tarawa Heroes Decorated 


Blakemore, G. R., PhM1/c, receives Presidential Unit Citation from Cap- 


tain Shaar, with Captain Norman and ChP Rosentreter assisting. 


Awaiting 


presentation are: left to right: Holgerson, E. W., PhM2/c; Britt, G. A., 
PhM2/c; Snyder, J. W., PhM2/c; Bashara, N. S., PhM2/c; Allen, E. VY. 
PhM2/c; Elders, R., PhM2/c; Kaserman, D. R., PhM1/c; and Hames R. C. 


PhM2/c. 


April 28 marked the first of regu- 
lar Saturday inspections to be held 
by Captain Shaar. 
Starboard watched hupped over in 
the main hospital plaza to cadence 
called out by CPhM. R. O. Davis. 
Simultaneously, Waves, topped by 
white caps, marched in formation 
to the commands of Virginia An- 
derson, PhMi1/c and Helen Dixon, 
PhM3/c. The two companies stood 
at attention while an inspection 
party composed of Captain Shaar, 
Medical Officer in Command; Cap- 
tain Norman, Executive Officer; 
ChP. F.. H. Rosentreter, and CPhM. 
W. Johnson descended from the ad- 
ministration building. The com- 
mand to salute was given, and ex- 
ecuted in a smart and enthusiastic 
manner by the hospital personnel. 

A special group of nine pharma- 
cist’s mates—Blackmore, G. R., 
PhM1/c; Kaserman, D. R., PhM1/c; 
Allen, E. V.,PhM2/c; Bashara, N. S., 
PhM2/c; Britt, G. A., PhM2/c; El- 
ders, R.. PhM2/c; Hames, R. C,, 
PmM2/c; Holgerson, E. W.,Ph M2/c, 
Snyder, J. W., PhM2/c—who had 
served meritoriously, heard Captain 
Shaar commend them in the follow- 
ing Presidential Unit Citation: 

“For outstanding performance in 
combat during the seizure and oc- 
cupation of the Japanese-held Atoll 
of Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, Novem- 
ber 20 to 24, 1943. Forced by 
coral reefs to disembark from their 
landing craft hundreds of yards off 
the beach, the Second Marine Di- 
vision (Reinforced) became a highly 


Corpsmen on| 


vulnerable target for devastating 
Japanese fire. Dauntlessly advanc- 
ing in spite of rapidly mounting 
losses, the Marines fought a gallant 
battle against crushing odds, clear- 
ing the limited beachheads of sni- 
pers and machineguns, reducing 
powerfully fortified enemy positions 
and completely annihilating the fa- 
natically determined and strongly 
entrenched Japanese forces. By the 
successful occupation of Tarawa, 
the Second Marine Division (Rein- 
forced) has provided our forces 
with highly strategic and important 
air and land bases from which to 
continue future operations against 
the enemy; by the valiant fighting 
spirit of these men, their heroic for- 
titude under punishing fire and 
their relentless perseverence in 
waging this epic battle in the Cen- 
tral Pacific, they have upheld the 
finest traditions of the United 
States Naval Service.” 

The Skipper pinned the service 
ribbon on each man, shook his 
hand, and offered his personal 
praise and gratitude. 

The inspection party then filed 
through the ranks of corpsmen ob- 
serving squared hats, haircuts, shoe 
shines, plus other regulation details. 
Women’s Reserve Representative, 
Lt. (jg) Rose L. LoPinto, joined 
the inspection tour of the WAVES. 

The Captain’s final comment was 
that the appearance of the person- 
nel impressed him as being “very 
good.” 


DOCTORS ‘CARRY ON’ IN 


BILLIBID PRISON 


Three Naval Medical officers for- 
merly Prisoners of War in the 
Philippines are at present under 
treatment in this hospital. They 
were liberated from Bilibid Prison 
on 4 February 1945 upon the entry 
of MacArthur’s forces into that 
city. All had been transferred to 
Bilibid after their capture by the 
Japanese. Lt. Comdrs. Silliphant 
and Kline were captured in Manila 
in January 1942, with the U. S. 
Naval Hospital Unit with which 
they were serving. Lieut. Pohlman 
was captured at the fall of Corregi- 
dor in May 1942. 

On 30 May 1942, the Naval Hos- 
pital Unit, which had been cap- 
tured almost intact with all its pa- 
tients, was ordered to Bilibid by the 
Japanese in order to set up a hos- 
pital there for American and Fili- 
pino Prisoners of War. Previously, 
the Japanese Navy had confiscated 


Lt. (jg) Pohlman, Lt. Comdr. Silliphant, and Lt. Comdr. 


slept on the bare concrete floors, 
usually crowded shoulder to shoul- 
der, when the doctors arrived there. 
The sanitation was bad. There was 
one shallow straddle trench used 
for 2000 men, which drained into 
an open cesspool around which mil- 
lions of flies swarmed and fed. Near 
this was the open kitchen, where 
the prisoners stood in line for their 
rice and soup. (The unsanitary con- 
dition was gradually rectified, and 
self-flushing trenches were in- 
stalled.) 

Lying around without medical at- 


}tention were scores of sick Ameri- 


cans and Filipinos. Those with 
dysentery were in an especially de- 
plorable state. Too weak to care for 
themselves, they lay in their own 
dejecta, unable even, in many cases, 
to brush away the thousands of 
flies which crawled over their near 
naked bodies. 


—— 1% 


Kline (reading 


left to right) writing an account of their medical experiences while under Jap 


oppression for over 30 months. 


all of their hospital equipment and 
90% of their supplies. The remain- 
ing 10% was soon used up as there 
were many sick and wounded pa- 
tients. 

Bilibid was an old Spanish Prison 
which had been abandoned several 
years previously as unfit for Fili- 
pino convicts. It consisted of a cir- 
cular courtyard with several large 
concrete buildings arranged spirally 
around it. In addition there was 
the old three-story prison hospital 
building, which had been partially 
demolished, but which the Japanese 
were uSing as a shelter for incom- 
ing and outgoing Prisoner of War 
drafts which were being shifted 
from camp to camp. The prisoners 

On arrival the Naval Medical of- 


ficers and corpsmen set about to 
bring some semblance of order to 
this chaotic condition. The Japa- 
nese assigned certain buildings to 
be used as hospital wards and an- 
other for staff quarters. Three 
wards were set up at first—medical, 
surgical and contagious—the latter 
in the execution chamber and ad- 
joining waiting rooms. Only five 
hospital beds were allowed, and 
those were given to some paralyzed 
patients. All others, including staff, 
slept on the bare concrete decks at 
first, though later on beds were 
gradually acquired from other hos- 
pitals for nearly everyone. 

In addition to about 200 patients 
at the beginning, 900 additional 

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2.) 
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Greetings From Our New Skipper 


It is with pleasure that I take this occasion to greet all hands 
at Long Beach Naval Hospital. In the weeks since I assumed 
command, your cooperation has been a source of strength and as- 
surance. 

As this is being written, the news of the victory in Europe is 
on everyone’s tongue. To us in the Medical Department of the 
Navy, this news comes as a challenge to prepare ourselves for an 
intensified Pacific war. As the pace of the attack against Japan 


accelerates, and as our forces penetrate the inner defenses of the 
Japanese empire, there will be inevitably an increase in casualties. 
As inheritors of the fine tradition of our service, we accept the 
challenge as a call to duty. Whatever part this hospital may play 
in the months to come, I am sure that every member of the staff 
can be counted on to play his or her part with devotion and for- 
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CHAPLAINS: 
COLUMN 


Vincent J. Hope, Lt. (CHC) USNR............................Catholie Chaplain 
Edgar F. Lawrence, Jr., Lt. (jg) (CHC) USNR.Protestant Chaplain 
Kenneth Roduner, SP(W)1/c USNR Chaplains’ Assistant 


The Catholic Mass at 0900 and the Protestant Services at 1000, 
both in the auditorium of this hospital on every Sunday, will be 
transmitted via the radio-channel system to the bed-patients. 


CATHOLIC 


Masses are celebrated twice each Sunday in the Auditorium at 
0645 and 0900. On week days Mass is celebrated in the Chapel in 
the Chaplain’s Office at 0645. .Chaplain Philip C. Skehan is the 
celebrant. Confessions are heard on Sundays before Mass and 
during the week at any time. 


PROTESTANT 


Protestant Services are held each Sunday in the Auditorium at 
1000. Chaplain Edgar F. Lawrence, Jr., conducts the service and 
preaches the sermon. Special music of an inspiring nature is 
provided each Sunday. Kenneth Roduner plays for both services. 

Everyone at the Hospital is cordially invited to attend the service 
of their choice and to find the inspiration that worship brings. 


JEWISH 


Jewish Services are held each Friday at 1500 in the Civilian 
room, opposite the Chaplain’s Office. The Chaplain will also be 
here on Wednesday afternoons, for consultation. 


getfulness of self. 


Editor of AORTA 


Receives Orders 


For the past year Bernard G. 
Goldberg, PhM3/c, has worked en- 
ergetically for the improvement of 
the station paper, The Aorta. He 
pursued news items in an untiring 
manner, and gave unstintingly of 
his time. Goldberg was transferred 
here in August, 1944, from Farragut, 
Idaho, where he held a place on the 
“Bedside Examiner” staff. As Edi- 
tor of the Aorta, he was instru- 
mental in revising the heading of 
the paper, increasing the length, 
and adding variety and contast in 
the actual set-up. Goldberg left the 
latter part of April for the redistri- 
bution center at San Bruno, Calif. 
The good wishes of the staff go 
with him. 


Originator of Aorta 


Writes from Russells 


Kurt Schliephake, PhM1/c, is to 
be thanked for the origin and early 
editions of the AORTA. He con- 
ceived of the idea, energetically 
went to work, and circulated the 
first printed copies around the 
compound in November, 1943. In a 
recent letter from “somewhere in 
the Russell Islands” to the editor, 
he wishes to receive our paper in 
exchange for their “Coconut Log.” 
Furthermore, he would like to hear 
from some of his old friends. Ad- 
dress: U. S. Fleet Hospital 110, c/o 
FPO, San Francisco. 


C. M. SHAAR, 
Medical Officer in Command. 


American War Mothers Hold 
Dedication Ceremony 


Representatives of the American 
War Mothers of Victory, Chapter 
No. 43, assembled in front of the 
Administration Building Monday 
morning, 14 April, to hold a tree 
planting ceremony. Hospital offi- 
cers participated in the dedication. 

The program follows: 

Salute to Flag— 
Mrs. Nellie McEldowney, Pres. of 
Chapter 43. 

Music— 

Mrs. Cornelia Pollard, Director. 
Invocation— 

Chaplain E. F. Lawrence. 
Reading on “Significance of 
Tree Planting’— 

Mrs. Dessa V. Brewer. 

Tree Dedication— 
Mrs. Julia Wagner, State Memory 
Tree Chairman. 

Benediction— 

Chaplain Vincent Hope. 
Chairman of Program— 

Mrs. Mable Best. 

The Koelreuteria bipinnata or 
Chinese flame tree which was 
planted is a fast growing deciduous 
tree with dark green pinnate 
foliage, and a spreading habit. It 
has its blooming in the late fall, at 
which time it is covered with large 
bladder-like seed vessels of a vivid 
red color. 


Prayer 


May I walk my ways 
Clear-eyed and free 
And do some good 
Anonymously. 

—Quoting Rebecca MacCann. 


Chaplain Hope 


Our warm welcome to Chaplain 
Vincent J. Hope, Lt., USNR, who 
replaced Chaplain P. R. Skehan, 
now serving in the Central Pacific. 

The new Catholic chaplain, at- 
tached to this station on 28 April, 
sat behind his desk on second deck, 
main building, and jovially an- 
swered a flood of questions regard- 
ing his activities in New Hebrides, 
the type of situations our men ex- 
perienced in that theatre, and the 
customs and traditions of the na- 
tives inhabiting the islands. 

Lt. Hope reported to New He- 
brides as first Chaplain to a Naval 
Air shore establishment. After hav- 
ing served as an important cog in 
the South Pacific campaign the unit 
was*decommissioned. Chaplain Hope 
served there for nineteen active 
months. It was his encouragement 
and cooperation that spurred on 
carpenters, shipfitters, and metal- 
smiths to the construction of a rus- 
tic chapel, the first to be erected. 

Chaplain Hope was an itinerant 
priest, serving two Marine units at 
other bases. Mud, hail, and high 
water, did not stop the chaplain— 
he jumped into a jeep and filled 
every engagement. Any hour of any 
day he would make himself avail- 
able to the crews of small crafts at 
anchor. 

He amusedly related a _ threat- 
ening AWOL experience. Invit- 
ed aboard a baby flat-top, he was 
relaxing in a cabin, when he re- 
alized the ship had pulled out to 
sea! Shanghaied? A stowaway? He 
was reassured only when he was 
informed that the maneuver meant 
simply a shift in position. 

The natives were extremely 
friendly to Americans, owing to the 
influence of missionaries in New 
Hebrides prior to the war. Chap- 
lain Hope concluded that there is 
NO truth in the statement attrib- 
uted to sailors, that, “the longer 


Memorial Day 
Written by Chaplain Lawrence 


What is the meaning of today? 
It is to think of those who died 
Upon the bloody fields of war, 
Who gave their all, suffered hell, 
As guns spoke death on every 
side. 


What is the meaning of today? 
It is to glorify the heroes made 
By spoken word and flag un- 
furled, 
By solemn taps and leafy wreath 
And never let their memory fade. 


What is the meaning of today? 
It is to recall to human thought 
sit these ones who gave their 
all 
Lived and let live upon this land, 
Where love of peace was truly 
taught. 


What is the meaning of today? 
It’s all of this and countless more 
It’s sincere prayers said alone 
And humble cry of a weary world 
For the day of peace, we’re fight- 
ing for. 


Yes, that’s the meaning of today! 
And as we remember these who trod 
Upon the blood-soaked battlefield, 
And geve their all, that we might 
ive, 
We turn our thoughts to Thee, O 
God. 


/ one is in the islands, the whiter the 


natives look.” He knew of no inter- 
marriages, 

Chaplain Hope hails from St. 
Paul, Minnesota. During a first as- 
signment with Naval Air, Liver- 
more, Calif., he made a trek to this 
station visiting Father Doyle, then 
in the chaplaincy here. Little did 
he realize he would return again, 
two years later, as Catholic chap- 
lain on duty. 
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Chinese patients Liu Chow Chung, 
(reading left to right) read Chinese newspapers with Mrs. Nancy Haynes, 
librarian. The foursome talk over their birthplace, China. 


Shyu Tang Tsuey and Yu Chi Chuen 


Attempting to 
Understand Our 
Chinese Patients 


If you’re looking for a novel ex- 
perience, try explaining the Civil 
War in Chinese. For equipment 
you will need a large map of the 
United States, decorated with mag- 
nolias and cotton south of the Ma- 
son-Dixon line, and with the music 
of the Battle Hymn of the Repub- 
lic north of the Line. 

This difficult explanation came 
about when Shyu Tang Tsuey, pa- 
tient on C-2, told librarian Mrs. 
Haynes that his doctor aboard ship 
had given him the name of “Jef- 
ferson Davis.” He inquired into 
the American history tied in with 
the name, then it became necessary 
to retell the Civil War story. 


Explanations of different sec- 
tions of China are also difficult. 
Shyu Tang Tsuey’s life illustrates 
this point perfectly. He was born 
in Ningpo, a large coastal city in 
Central China. 

The language of Ningpo is col- 
ored by the resourceful expressions 
of the seafaring men of the town. 
The other factor which colors the 
speech and the temperament of the 
people is the large Buddhist colony 
on an island near the mainland. 
This Buddhist colony is the center 
of the Buddhist religion. From all 
sections of the country pilgrim- 
ages are made to this island during 
the many religious festivals each 
year. No living thing is killed, not 
even the unpleasant little beasts 
that creep and crawl; it is against 
the Buddhist religion to kill any 
living thing. 

The island is beautiful with bam- 
boo groves that are carpeted with 
red lilies in the summer. The mon- 
asteries, painted dull orange with 
black tiled roofs, are hidden from 
sight by the denseness of the 
groves. The monks wore orange 
robes and black hats. Quietude of 
the place is broken only by the 
chants of the priests at prayers and 
the ringing of the temple bells. 

From this seafaring, religious 
part of China, Shyu Tang Tsuey, at 
the age of two, was taken to Tient- 
sin, one of the most sophisticated 
cities in North China. This city is 
dominated by the influence of 
Pekin in art, speech, education and 


diplomacy. The ethics of Confusius 
are adhered to closely. 

Jefferson Davis shows that he is 
from Tientsin in manner and 
speech with strong touches of Ning- 
po in his temperament. There are 
three other patients in the hospital 
from China, namely Liu Chow 
Chung, Yu Chi Chuen, and Cheng 
Chi Wu. The four represent differ- 
ent sections of China. The areas 
are as contrasting as California 
and North Carolina appear to us. 


Women’s Recreation 
and Athletic Officer 
Appointed 


Lt. (jg) Emily W. Walters, (W) 
USNR, has been named the Recrea- 
tion and Athletic Officer for hos- 
pital Waves and Nurses. She is 
qualified to serve in this capacity, 
since she holds a Physical Educa- 
tion degree from the University of 
Minnesota. In a civilian status she 
served as director of the State Rec- 
reation Leadership Training School, 
and subsequently as District Recre- 
ation Supervisor in the State of 
Michigan. Her new work is in con- 
junction with that of Lt. (jg) Laura 
Shephard, Assistant District Rec- 
reation Officer for Service Women 
in Long Beach-San Pedro area, and 
Lt. (jg) Dan O. Henry, Welfare and 
Recreation Officer on this station. 
The new assignment is a collateral 
duty, as Miss Walters’ main assign- 
ment is to Educational Services. 


Doctors ‘Carry On’ 
(Continued from Page 1) 
were admitted from the hospitals of 
Bataan and Corregidor, during the 
months of June and July, 1942. 
When the Corregidor station hos- 
pital personnel and patients came 
to Bilibid in July, they brought with 
them some equipment and supplies. 
This equipment enabled them to set 
up an X-ray Department (fluoro- 
scopy only), dental clinic, labora- 
tory (without microscope for three 
months) and surgical operating 
room. The latter was at first open 
to dust and flies, but eventually 
after much persuasion the Japanese 
allowed some wire screening to en- 
close it. The operating room was 
set-up at one end of a large build- 
ing which served as the surgical 

ward. 
Until the supplies from the Cor- 


regidor Hospital were received, 
there was a great lack of medicines. 
Malaria was being treated with only 
enough quinine to allow a dose or 
two at the time of the chill. About 
800 patients had active malaria. 
There were no carbasone or eme- 
tine for the many dysentery cases. 
The Japanese brought in a truck- 
load of powdered charcoal for 
treatment of these cases. They also 
advised the feeding of soft boiled 
rice. While the supplies from Cor- 
regidor relieved the situation some- 
what, yet they too had been out of 
quinine, emetine, and carbasone for 
some time, the very medicines 
needed most urgently. The hospital 
carried on under these handicaps 
for several month. Partial relief 
came in December, 1942, on receipt 
of the first American Red Cross 
supplies in camp. Few medical 
supplies were received at this time, 
the general opinion being that all 
were not delivered by the Japanese. 
In November, 1943, however, large 
quantities of medical supplies were 
received, and from then on until 
liberation, medicines were plentiful 
at Bilibid. This was not true at the 
other P.O.W. camps, however, as 
the Japanese allotted only small 
amounts of medicines to those. 


The diet was rice three times 
daily with some type of thin vege- 
table about once daily. The caloric 
intake for the first year at Bilibid 
was about 1500 calories daily, then 
it gradually began dropping until 
for the last six months it averaged 
1000 calories daily, and for the last 
four weeks dropped down to 700. 
During the last six months there 
were many deaths attributed solely 
to starvation. 


At no time did the Japanese offer 
to treat American or Filipino sick 
and wounded, although they did 
furnish a few simple medical sup- 
plies only after many persistent de- 
mands. The Naval Medical person- 
nel functioned as a close-knit unit 
throughout the entire period of in- 
ternment, fulfilling the best tradi- 
tions of the Navy. They treated 
American and Filipino sick and 
wounded to the best of their ability 
and made full use of even the sim- 
plest of medical supplies. Under 
the able leadership of Capt. L. B. 
Sartin (MC), USN, the medical of- 
ficers, pharmacists, and corpsmen, 
about 150 in number, were organ- 
ized into a working hospital unit, 
complete even to an efficient record 
office. Day and night watches were 
kept in all wards; all possible rec- 
ords were kept; discipline was rigid, 
and personal cleanliness and neat- 
ness of dress insisted upon. This 
not only maintained high morale 
among the members of the medical 
staff, but extended to the patients. 
Even regular Friday inspections 
were held. 


During the period of internment 
at Santa Scholastica College, where 
capture had taken place, the medi- 
cal staff had about 260 patients, 
both wounded and sick. In the 
months at Pasay Elementary School, 
where the unit was subsequently 
transferred, there was an average 
of 600 patients, although at this 
place the turnover of American and 
Filipino prisoners was rapid as the 
Japanese were segregating many 
for outlying work camps, and also 
separating Filipinos from Ameri- 
cans, and sending them to special 
“indoctrination camps” to instil the 
“spirit of greater East Asia.” The 
doctors managed to hold on to the 
more seriously sick among these by 
continual demands and argument 
with the Japanese in charge, some- 
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Hail, Hail, the Gang’s 
All Here! 


The Campfire Party which at- 
tracted forty Waves and Corpsmen 
on Thursday evening, 3 May, was 
the take-off to a round of good old- 
fashioned get-togethers! A Navy 
bus transported the merry group to 
a wooded park where scouts built 
the fire, and everybody roasted 
weiners and marshmallows. Into 
such an evening some guitar music 
fell—and that it did—with Wylie 
Scaggs, PhM3/c, strumming the 
tunes, and forty voices blending (is 
that the word we want?) in song. 

As long as the enthusiasm is 
there, an event of similar nature 
will take place each week. Horse- 
back rides—-a beach party with 
sand in your sandwiches, or with- 
out sand—as you like it!—Ice-skat- 
ing in a Frick and Frack fashion. 
Let your wishes be known to Miss 
Walters, Assistant Athletic and Rec- 
reation Officer for Waves; Miss 
LoPinto, Wave Representative; or 
Lt. Henry, Welfare and Recreation 
Officer. 

Tentative plans include dances 
for the corpsmen with the station 
band furnishing music, and bus 
tours to points of interest in this 
California section. By coinciding 
with the sports program, perhaps 
this group of party-goers can be- 
come the cheering section for a 
station softball game, then follow- 
up en masse with a party! JUMP 
ON THE BAND WAGON — OR 
PARTY BUS! 


JACKSON TO PROSECUTE 
AXIS WAR CRIMINALS 


Washington (CNS) — Associate 
Justice Robert H. Jackson of the 
Supreme Court has been appointed 
by President Truman as _ chief 
counsel of the United States in pre- 
paring and prosecuting charges 
against the leading war criminals 
of the Axis powers. 


times to the point of incurring un- 
pleasant results to themselves. 

The medical staff continued to 
function during the long period of 
imprisonment at Bilibid from 30 
May 1942, until liberation. At this 
place the patient census was gen- 
erally between 750 and 1000. Here 
the sick and injured were received 
from the numerous surrounding 
work camps, which usually con- 
tained 150 to 700 prisoners. The 
persistent demands that sick pris- 
oners be kept in the hospital and 
sent in from work camps began to 
bear fruit, as gradually the Japa- 
nese began to accept the doctors’ 
word as to a man’s condition; and 
it was possible to hospitalize the 
patient for a period long enough to 
treat him properly and allow him 
to rest and regain what little 
strength the meager diet allowed. 

The efforts of this small group 
of Naval Medical personnel con- 
tinued throughout the next thirty 
long months, without once relax- 
ing; and they were amply rewarded 
by the results, for sometimes weeks 
would go by without a single death. 

The fate of most of these Naval 
Medical officers and men is at 
present unknown, for during the 
latter part of 1944 most of them 
were sent to Japan. But the results 
of their work while imprisoned by 
the Japanese should never be for- 
gotten—they kept untold numbers 
of American and Filipino prisoners 
alive and in a relatively good state 
of health, who would otherwise 
have “gone under.” 


THE AORTA 


Even a temporary appointment 
to this SAUCER is a mistake for 
me, as I told the AORTA staff. To 
hoist one out of a pleasant state 
of journalistic stagnation never has 


very good results. 
were warned. 


Anyway, they 


* oe & 


The picture of the month to my 
way of thinking was the instigation 
of Personnel Inspection of the 
week-end liberty party. Starboard 
had the first try, and a perfect pic- 
ture it was—people dashing madly 
all over the barracks, digging those 
“buckets” out of a fermenting state, 
shining shoes, pressing pleats out 
of skirts, adjusting ties. But the 
most interesting part was the 10- 
minute drill in front of quarters. 
Everything was fine, except that 
no one remembered how to give or 
take orders, and the two column 
company was so long that if the 
little girls in back heard the com- 
mand, it was certain that the ones 
in front marched blithely on, pleas- 
antly oblivious to any change of 
plans. I heard a few new orders 
too, such as Anderson’s classic or- 
der, to “Just ease over a little, 
girls,’ when we found ourselves 
walking on the running boards of 
parked cars. And then the sur- 
prise “Hand Salute” when half of 
us obeyed Ch. Davis, and the rest 
waited for a female voice which 
followed shortly thereafter. Well, 
the gallery on the top decks said 
everything looked fine. The Skipper 
said so too—except for a little dust 


on the shoes of some who had}... 


plowed through the mud in front 
of quarters. Even the gripers en- 
joyed it, or at least took it all 
calmly. 

* *« * 


Speaking of gripers, they justify 
themselves by saying that the Blue 
Jacket’s Manual recommends it as 
a “healthy process.” Maybe so, but 
I don’t take all the BJM says to 
heart. For instance I recall once 
at Boot Camp when in a sudden 
splurge of energy I decided to press 
my topcoat and look presentable 
for a change. After waiting hours 
for an iron, and having to use the 
top of my pajamas for a pressing 
cloth, I proceeded to burn the pa- 
jamas and scorch a long spot in 
my sleeve. And here is the point, 
such as it is, some well meaning 
person came tearing over with a 
Blue Jacket’s Manual, and read a 
reference whereby if one uses a 
silver coin the scorch will be re- 
moved. I’m only complaining be- 
cause it not only removed the 
scorch but half the sleeve—so it’s 
understandable if my faith in the 
Manual is slightly shaken. 


* * 


We are grateful to Mrs. Welling- 
ton Phillips whose ability to redec- 
orate changed the looks of our 
lounge downstairs considerably. 
Perhaps by the time this column 
is read the new barracks will be 
open, and we'll be praising Allah 
for the large lockers, wider cubicles 
and improved view. 


A few weeks ago we bid a tear- 
ful goodbye to Jean Hanna, who 
was reputedly about to embark for 
the high seas, and celebrated with 
a party, various offerings of good 
will, etc. Now the talk is a Wel- 
come Back party. The next day, 
word was received that the orders 
had been cancelled, and Hanna felt 
much like the bride left at the altar 
who had to return the wedding 
presents. However, all refunds were 
refused, and if having it in print 
will convince her, it’s swell to have 
her around for the duration, if pos- 
sible! 


* * * 


Those who did get off however, 
were Betty Harris, Dolores Mul- 
vany and Pearl Laughlin to Port 
Hueneme; Kitty Straightiff and 
Billie Palmer to San Diego; Mary 
Cannon and Zoe Cleveland to 


Hunter. 
* * * 


We understand that there are 
certain things we mustn’t say— 
like Charlotte Wile’s speculation 
upon hearing that ten bird baths 
were to be put up about the com- 
pound for the birds. Said Char- 
lotte, “If the birds are getting ten 
new baths, why do we have to con- 
tend with these d--- showers?” And 
another “q.t.” incident was the 
Waves’ self-appointed inspection 
party composed of Ringo, Daszyn- 
ski, Donnelly, Wile, Zeller, Kitchak 
and “Gaby,” who made a tour of 
new buildings under construction. 
The party was considerably startled 
to find that the new boys’ annex 
connected with the old one and 
was occupied. As these things are 
not to be mentioned we won’t 


print them! 
* * 


And then there are bits of things 
which might be mentioned such as 
how swell it is in this weather to 
play golf, softball, tennis, etc., and 
why more girls don’t go in for it 
. or how we're all glad about 
Bea (Merchant) Thoin passing an 
important test .... or Woodbury’s 
semblance of a racial change... . 
or perhaps the fact that our four- 
footed friends at the barracks have 
seemingly deserted us, except for 
one darned cat who picks a new 
bunk to shed hair on every day. 


* * * 


Long absence from same, lessens 
the ability to write a punch ending, 
so for the time being, goodbye, and 
I fervently pray the managing-ed- 
itor keeps her promise of secrecy! 


The Japs can meet Yanks on terms of 
equality in almost every fighting qual- 
ity except individual initiative. When 
the Japs are committed to a plan, they 
always follow it to the end—even if it 
becomes apparent within a few min- 
utes after the fighting starts that some 
other plan should be adopted. 


Navy Writers’ Contest 
Offers Many Prizes 


Officers and enlisted personnel of 
Navy, Marines and Coast Guards 
may participate. 

“The Navy’s sketch and song con- 
test is cbmpletely democratic—even 
the Chief Bosun’s mates are al- 
lowed to compete. Who knows— 
there may be an unhappy chief 
whose ambition it always was to 
write a gay and lilting song, but 
who is reduced to bounding the 
sailing main. Now he has a chance 
to gratify his ambition and win a 
$500 war bond at the same time,” 
suggests George S. Kaufman, speak- 
ing for the sponsors, the Committee 
on Scripts for Soldier and Sailor 
Shows of the Writers’ War Board. 

Latent literary abilities are wait- 
ing to be awakened in the men and 
women in our hospital circle. Cer- 
tainly in no other field has one ex- 
perienced himself, or observed and 
shared with his mates, more soul- 
stirring, heartbreaking, or highly 
amusing experiences. This source 
could give the nucleus for a skit 
or if you prefer to avoid reality and 
create a product of your own imag- 
ination, that is commendable. The 
mediums for use in conveying your 
ideas are sketches, short plays, mon- 
ologues, conversation between two 
people, songs, or M. C. patter. Ma- 
terial may be written for stage pro- 
duction or for presentation over a 
microphone, Just set it down on 
paper, simply and effectively. 

A few facts for potential writers 
will want to note: 


1. All U. S. Navy, Marine Corps, 
and Coast Guard, (including WR 
personnel), officers and_ enlisted, 
are eligible. 

2. Manuscripts should be _ ad- 
dressed to the Navy Contest, Writ- 
ers’ War Board, 122 East 42nd St., 
Room 509, New York, 17, N. Y., and 
should be postmarked between 1 
May and 1 August 1945. 

3. Total of 41 prizes, in War 
Bonds, ranging from $500 to $25, 
will be awarded for the best pieces 
of work submitted, REGARDLESS 
of CATEGORY or LENGTH. An- 
nouncements of prize winners will 
be made 15 October 1945. 


4, All entries must be original, 
unpublished (except by military 
agencies) and owned exclusively by 
the contestant. Manuscript of con- 
testamt must state over his signa- 
ture that the entry is submitted in 
accordance with the terms of the 
contest. Two copies are required; 
manuscripts must be written on one 
side of the paper only. 

5. No limit to the number of 
manuscripts an author may submit 
—though only one prize may be 
awarded to a contestant. 


USS RESCUE CONVERTED 
IN EIGHT WEEKS 


New York, N. Y. (HCQNS)—The 
medical department’s newest hos- 
pital ship, the 6,500 ton USS RES- 
CUE was completely converted 
from an auxiliary vessel, in a period 
of eight weeks from the time it 
reached the Navy Yard here. 

The ship, with a bed capacity of 
792, was completed on 28 February. 
It reached the yard on 28 December, 
1944. Formerly the SS ST. JOHN, a 
coastwise passenger ship, the USS 
RESCUE will carry a complement 
of 17 medical officers, 156 hospital 
corpsmen, including 8 chief phar- 
macist’s mates, and 25 nurses. 


“The Road Ahead,” a new weekly 
radio series, sponsored by the Navy, 
Army and American Red Cross, has 
begun its program under the chair- 
manship of Bing Crosby and Bob 
Hope. 

There is a purpose to this net- 
work feature—the better mutual 
understanding between civilians 
and returning servicemen, both of 
whom will have to travel together 
the road ahead. This will be an op- 
portunity for servicemen in the 
transitional period to civilian life 
again, to talk over their own out- 
look for the future—to describe the 
kind of world they hope it will 
prove to be for them. 

The program will originate from 
a different U. S. Military Hospital 
each week and the participants will 
be our own Navy and Army men 
now in hospitals, plus stars of the 
entertainment world whose names 
are familiar to us all. 


There will be other features, too— 
up to the minute reports on the ac- 
complishments of military medicine 
and newest information about fa- 
cilities being opened up in convales- 
cent centers. 


The servicemen-civilians meeting 
on the air is broadcast on Wednes- 
days from 6:00-6:30 p.m., PWT, on 
the Blue Network. 


* oe * 


Red Cross Personnel “goings and 
comings” continue as they do in 
military stations. Mrs. Sue Stanley 
has left our recreation staff here, 
moving on to the position of Head 
Recreation Worker at U. S. Naval 
Hospital, Shoemaker, Calif. Mrs. 
Mary Lou Brazonis has joined our 
recreation staff, coming from The 
Reginal Hospital, Fort Monmouth, 
New Jersey. She has had consider- 
able experience in photography. 
Mrs. Katherine Symons has also re- 
cently joined our staff and will be 
a hospital worker. Mrs. Symons, 
who comes from Portland, Oregon, 
has worked in the British Consu- 
late there. She has an active in- 
terest in metalcraft and has made 
this one of her leisure pastimes. 


Gas Rationing 


“Where do I get gas for my 
jallopy, mate?” “How do I go about 
obtaining four gallons, Mr. Jones?” 
“Please, is this the right office?” 
It is simple enough to find out the 
answers to these and other ques- 
tions if you remember that the gas 
rationing and commuting problems 
for all STAFF and PATIENTS will 
be passed upon by Ch Pharmacist 
C. W. O’Brien, located in the Civil 
Readjustment and Veteran’s Ad- 
ministration office in the basement 
of the main building. W. F. Brod- 
erick is the representative who 
squares away all CIVILIAN trans- 
portation concerns. Mr. Broderick 
has his office in the Public Works 
department, north of the laundry. 
Commander L. M. Desmond, DC, 
| DSN, is Chairman of the Transpor- 
tation Committee. 


THE AORTA 


BOWLING 


Crash! “Strike!” and Clum knocks 
ten more pins to run up the USNH 
WAVES’ bowling score as they 
compete in the Service Women’s 
Bowling League for the Long 
Beach-San Pedro Area. On 1 May 
they were tied with the Receiving 
Station (TI) WAVES for FIRST 
place—12 wins and 4 losses each! 
Half way through the schedule, 
their nearest competitors had only 
6 wins. Carol Clum, HA 2/c, has 
the highest individual score for the 
USNHers with an average of 146 
for all games bowled. Janie Bar- 
ringer, PhM3/c is next high, aver- 
aging 134; Bernice Moore, PhM3/c, 
does 132—-while Dawn Hubbard, 
HA1/c, Florence Coble, PhM2/c, 
Mildred Allen, PhM3/c, and Patricia 
Ebaugh, PhM3/c, are close of 
Moore’s heels. A new arrival from 
San Diego, Dorothy Aanestad, 
PhM3/c, is a bowler from ’way back 
and a fine addition to the team. 
First round of the league play will 
end 22 May—and then they’ll real- 
ly burn up the alleys to stay on 
top in the final round! Watch ’em! 


SOFTBALL—WAVES 


Whee!! You should see those 
new uniforms that the WAVES’ 
Softball Team tried on the other 
day with beaming faces and much 
excited chatter—royal blue satin 
(yup, the real stuff) trimmed in 
gold, sho’nuff softball shoes, and} 
all the fixin’s! If you thought they | 
had a good team last year, just! 
come out and watch their “smoke” 
this year. First league games start 
on 4 June and schedules will be 
posted on bulletin boards so that 
all you rooters will know when 
and where to shout your heads off 
—o.k? 

The other teams in this league 
are made up of service women from 
NAS(TI) WAVES, Rec Sta(TI) 
WAVES, El Toro Marines, NAS Los 
Alamitos WAVES, USNH Long 
Beach Nurses, Long Beach SPARS, 
NOB(TI) WAVES, L. A. Port of 
Embarkation WACS and 6th Fer- 
rying Command WACS. Fifteen 
gold softballs have been procured 
and will be awarded to members of 
the winning team at the end of the 
season. Most of the games will be 
played at Recreation Park—right 
near the hospital, for your con- 
venience, rooters—either by twilight 
or later in the evening on a lighted 
field. Dawn Hubbard, our ace 
pitcher from last year’s squad, will 
be pitching again this year for 
USNH WAVES’ glory! Irene Ish- 
erwood, PhM3/c, who will catch and 
Alma Tosi, PhM3/c, who snags all 
those short centerfield flies, are 
both “tops” and also from last 
year’s outfit. The rest of us are 
new to USNH softball but we're 
going to do our “derndest” to sup- 
port these three gals. Practice 
games in May with Los Alamitos, 
Rec Sta(TI) and the SPARS have 
convinced us that we have the mak- 
ings of a fine team. Pop—peanuts 
—flashy uniforms — ‘“'Tra-la — Take 
me out to the ball game!” Fellows 


and girls, come on out to encourage 
good ol’ USNH and heckle the op- 
position!! 
CO-ED SPORTS 

A tennis tournament for staff 
men and women-—singles, mixed 
Doubles, mixed singles—should be 
rolling along on hospital courts by 
the time this issue of The AORTA 
is distributed. And don’t forget 
that big plans are a-brewing for a 
co-ed swimming meet on 27 May for 
a Sunday of real fun and frolic! 
Be seein’ YOU! 


SOFTBALL—CORPSMEN 

The softball season opened offi- 
cially in the Recreation League 
Tuesday, May 1, with the Naval 
Hospital entering a strong team 
again this year. 

In the three league games they 
have played, the Naval Hospital 
won the first game by the score of 
6 to 0 with Fanning pitching a one 
hitter. The hit was made in the 
last inning with one man out at 
that time, robbing Fanning of a No 
Hit-No Run game. 

The second game of the season 


|was another walk away for the 
| Station team, this one won by the 


top heavy score of 9 to 0. The out- 
standing playing this game was 
Fanning’s fine pitching perform- 
ance, allowing four hits to go on 
to win his second league shut-out 
of the season. Also starring was 


|Gindling, the NH centerfielder, get- 


ting three hits of four official trips 
to the plate, two of these being 
home runs over the centerfield 
head. 

The third game of the league sea- 
son was won by the fast traveling 
Hospital Nine with the score of 3 
to 1. Fanning again turned in 


Hospital Orchestra & 
Glee Club Broadcast 


Our dance orchestra came up 
with a first t’other night-—-to be 
more specific, the thirtieth of April. 
They turned entertainers and 
broadcast for the first time. Our 
Glee Club made its debut and 
proudly too! All this happened at 
9:30 p.m. Monday night over the 
local radio station KGER. 

Full credit for the splendid ren- 
ditions and appearance of the Glee 
Club belongs to a musician patient, 
Gerard T. Bowen, Mus 2/c. “Gerry” 
also wrote a special arrangement of 
“Anchors Aweigh” and spent much 
time rehearsing the band and Glee 
Club on this particular number. 

All this put together made for an 
excellent showing—one which might 
well make every member of the 
staff proud of these two organiza- 
tions. 


some mighty fine pitching. By vir- 
tue of this victory the Naval Hos- 
pital team is now leading the 
league. The Hospital record in the 
league to date: winnings, 3; defeats, 
0. A cheering section of staff and 
patients would give the team some 
good backing-up and sure-fire! 


OFFICERS WIN INTRAMURAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Coming from behind in a deter- 
mined drive for victory, the Naval 
Hospital officers defeated the com- 
missary in the softball finals 16 to 
11. The two teams were dead- 
locked in the standing, each being 
undefeated in league play. The 
meeting of these teams, brought 
an enthusiastic crowd to cheer on 
their respective teams, and the fans 
were not disappointed in the exhi- 
bition of softball played, both teams 
countering with base hits, and runs 
scored. 


USNH WAVES, high competitors in the Service Women’s Bowling League, 


figure their scores. 


Left to right: front row—D. Aanestad, PhM3/c; B. Dun- 


well, HA2/c; F. Coble, PhM2/c; P. Ebaugh, PhM3/c. Back row—B. Moore, 


PhM3/c; D. Hubbard, PhM3/c; and 


Lt. (jg) E. Walters, Athletic Officer. 


C. Clum, HA2/c, right foreground, is the highest individual scorer on the 


team. 
pictured. 


J. Barringer, PhM3/c and M. Allen, PhM3/, team members are not 


the 


from 
front: “I’ve had so many close calls 
I feel like a fugitive from the law 
of averages.” 


A sergeant reports 


* * * 


Navy doctor: “Son, you’ve got 
acute appendicitis.” 

Trainee: “Please, doc, stop your 
kidding, I didn’t come here to be 
admired.” 

* * * 

Two women were walking along 
the street in London when there 
was a roar overhead. One looked up 
apprehensively. “It’s all right,” said 
the other. “It’s just one of those 
old-fashioned planes with a man 
indi.” 


* ke * 


The thing most women dread 
about their past is its length. 
* * * 


About a “Sister Wac”: 

A Wace, all out of breath, rushed 
into headquarters where she was 
asked to explain her plight. 

“I was in an air-raid,” she stated 
to the general. 

“You should have jumped into a 
fox-hole.” 

“I did,” she replied, “but there 
was a WOLF in it!” 


FOOD FOR THOT 


Decision 
Whenever a problem comes up in 
my life 
I decide it and promptly forget it— 
It isn’t so much the decision that 
counts 
As the will power not to regret it. 
* * * 


Secrets 
When people tell me secrets 
I’m often moved to ask 
Since they themselves can’t keep 
them 
Why give to ms that task. 
<oee 


Tact 
When you’ve made an awful 
blunder 
Don’t bewail your brainless act— 
Think of all your past successes, 
Show yourself a little tact. 
* * * 


Confession 
Although I’m often foolish 
And my life is full of breaks 
I make a sort of virtue 
Of admitting my mistakes. 
* * * 


Tuning-up 
I heard musicians tuning up, 
And thought, “The discord and the 
strife 
That seem to fill my days right now 
Are just the tuning-up for life.” 
* * * 


More Diapers! 

An entirely new experience for 
the corpsmen on duty in the medi- 
cal storehouse was the handling of 
white, delicate squares known in 
domestic circles as “diapers.” The 
shipment of 1,870 yards of material 
—to be made up into 2,200 diapers 
by the linen room—and baby lay- 
ettes almost floored the sailors, sev- 
eral of them overseas veterans. 
Moving furniture, hauling 150- 
pound oxygen cylinders, unpacking 
wrenches, pipes and plumbing fix- 
tures fill the usual day. Diapers, 
to supply the dependents’ unit, were 
almost TOO MUCH for this Man’s 
Navy! 


“Bon Voyage” to Miss Irene Bol- 
lerud, Chief Nurse, who departed 
the latter part of April. Though her 
stay here was brief, it was a fruit- | 


ful one, She was instrumental in 
securing for the Nurses’ quarters, a 
billiard table and other recreational 
facilities for a game room in the 
basement of “A” quarters, besides 
encouraging the basketball, soft ball 
and bowling program. 

* * 


It is with pleasure that we wel- 
come newcomers to our station. A 
large majority of these nurses are 
back from overseas duty. The ar- 
rivals are: Lt. A. M. Sullivan; Lt. 
(j.g.) E. H. Leutwyler, M. E. Gearin, 
M. L. Anderson, H. L. Starr, S. F. 
Polaski, B. D. Enders, L. J. Rogers, 
E. Black, L. M. Frahm, 


Ensigns M. Larson, C. L. Schultz, 
and M. B. Hodgson. 
* OF 
A nurses’ soft ball team has been 
formed and is_ enthusiastically 
training. Wait until you see these 
gals in the new baseball uniforms 
of Navy blue satin,. trimmed in 

white! 
* *  * 

Personnel for the new depend- 
ents’ unit has been appointed: Lt. 
Thelma K. Metcalf, Chief Nurse of 
unit; Lt. G. Woodall in charge of 
diet kitchen; Lt. (j.g.) E. M. Hatte- 
berg setting up the operating room; 
and Lt. (j.g.) A. M. Beegle, F. M. 
Freese, and Ensigns P. L. Oaake, 
M. R. Hogan, A. A. McArdle, J. W. 
Bartlem, J. M. Bartlem and G. T. 
Muller in other important func- 
tions. 

* Oe OK 

Miss Ila Curry visited the station 
recently and brought us first-hand 
“info” about our friends who have 
been transferred to Astoria, Oregon. 
Dr. Briggs, formerly attached to the 
Psychiatry Department on this sta- 
tion, was heartily welcomed to As- 
toria Naval Hospital by his former 


colleagues, also attached to the Ore-| 


gon station. 
* * 


Two good friends are sea-going 
nurses now: Lt. (j.g.) E. Zoebisch 
who joins the U.S.S. Solace, and 
Ens. L. M. Lyons shipped east to 
become a member of the U.S.S. Re- 
pose staff. “Good sailing” to these 
good nurses. 

* Ro 


If sometime, when you pass a 
group of nurses and hear some 
strange jabbering from them—don’t 
be alarmed! It’s only the girls of 
the Spanish class trying out their 
new “lingo” on each other. Adios 
mis amigos. Hasta luago! 


NEW HALTER DEVISED 
FOR LITTER BEARERS 


Washington, D. C. (HCQNS) - 
Henry R. Hayfer, PhM2c, serving 
with the Marines, has devised a 
set of litter-halters by which a 
stretcher may be carried without 
the use of the hands or arms. The 
harness allows litter bearers to 
crawl over the terrain on hands and 
knees, providing less of a target. 
The halter was the subject of an 
article in the April issue of the Ma- 
rine Corps Headquarters Bulletin. 


T. A,} 
Usenia, G. Shone, BE. M. Whitaker; | 


uHele ORs 


JAPS FOLLOW AMERICAN 
EXAMPLE 


Washington, D. C. (HCQNS)—Lt. 
Comdr. M. Cobb (NC) USN, recent- 
ly released from 37 months of im- 
prisonment in the Philippines, re- 
vealed that the Japanese began to 
employ women as nurses after see- 
ing the 11 Navy nurses at Los 
Banos continue their duties in 
prison. 


“The skill and courage of Ameri- 
can nurses, although in Japanese 
captivity,” Lt. Comdr. Cobb said, 
“apparently proved an inspiration 
to the Japanese, who began employ- 
ing women as nurses soon after see- 
ing the captured U. S. nurses in 
action.” 


Murphy Makes 
Time Count 


This man’s story is one in a se- 
ries of favorable comments on the 


| educational facilities at hand. Staff, 


as well as patients, may take ad- 
vantage of educational assistance. 


“I wasted a lot of time when I 
was in this hospital before, and I’m 
not going to do that this time,” 
Richard D. Murphy, S1/c of Uhrics- 
ville, Ohio, said to Lt. W. N. Fran- 
cis, Educational Services Officer, 
when he made plans to continue to 
study typing. Murphy hopes to 
strike for Storekeeper and typing 
will be helpful. 


When a patient in this hospital 
several months ago, Murphy at- 
tended classes in Recognition and 
Rate Training. However, Murphy 
put off working on his typing as he 
said he expected to really get start- 
ed on it when he got back to duty. 


“So,” he said, “my efforts were 
half-hearted, and I wasted a lot 
of time. 


“When I got back to duty, I found 
that it was difficult to find time, 


|materials or space for study. I 


realized then how I had wasted the 
opportunity I had in the hospital. 
Why, there is everything right here 
to do with—folks to help you, books, 
and time, too! I made up my mind 
then that I’d never waste another 
opportunity like that.” 


True to his word, Murphy got 
his books from the Education Serv- 
ices Office and the Red Cross gave 
him permission to practice evenings 
on the typewriter in their office. 
Murphy went to work; he practiced 
every evening until he went to sur- 
gery, and his first day as an up 
patient he started out again. No 
time wasted this time, that’s 
Murphy. 


56 Nurses Registered 
In Spanish Class 


Spanish for staff nurses is the 
first experimental off-duty class 
conducted on this station. For a 
period of six weeks, two days a 
week, yurses have been studying 
the conversational aspect of the 
language. This is an Armed Forces 
Institute Course using books and 
records available from Long Beach 
to Leyte, P. I. The transient nature 
of duty need not discourage Span- 
ish enthusiasts. The classes here 
have been superintended by pa- 
tients: Paul S. Faskas, MM1/c, a 
Hungarian who added the color of 
New Mexico to the conversation; 
Kurt K. O. Walther, S1/c, German- 
born, who lived in Mexico for three 
years, and Tomas T. Tabor, S2/c, 
Filipino raised in the Philippine 
Islands. The changing instructors 
have made the students apt and 
flexible, determined to understand 
any variations of the Spanish lan- 
guage. 


Here’s Why Germany Never 
Invaded Britain 


Germany (CNS) — New light on 
responsibility for Germany’s failure 
to invade England after the con- 
quest of France in 1940—regarded 
in some quarters as a major blun- 
der for the Nazis—was given by a 
captured general. 

The general, who was not identi- 
fied, said that Adolph Hitler per- 
sonally was responsible for post- 
poning the venture and that he 
acted against the advice of Marshal 
von Rundstedt and others. Hitler 
ordered the German High Com- 
mand to wind up the campaign in 
Yugoslavia and prepare to attack 
Russia instead. 


TERM EXTENDED FOR 
PREMED AND PREDENTAL 
V-12’S 


Washington, D. C. (HCQNS) — 
Premedical and predental students 
in the V-12 program will be re- 
quired to continue present studies 
for two terms and one term re- 
spectfully beyond their scheduled 
completion dates of 1 November 
1945 or 1 March 1946. The extension 
was made necessary by the fact 
that virtually no medical or dental 
schools will convene new classes 
between 15 October 1945 and 16 
September 1946. 


BUMED PHOTO TEAM GETS 
11,000 FEET ON IWO 


Washington, D. C. (HCQNS)—A 
medical department photographic 
team commanded by Lt. Frederick 
J. Faux (MC), USNR, returned to 
Bumed recently with 11,000 feet of 
color film taken on Iwo Jima as a 
medical record of the action. The 
film will be released for training 
and other purposes. 

Enlisted men with the unit are 
John Idt, PhMic: William J. Col- 
leran, PhMic; William Y. Stamper, 
PhM2c; and Sgt. Edwin O. Udey, 
USMCR. 


“What is this life if 
Full of care, we 
Tlave no time to 


Stand and stare?” 


E-9 Patient Liberated 
From Jap Camp 


Chief Metalsmith Hartford Akers, 
now recuperating on Ward E-9 
survived the bludgeonings of Jap 
oppression during 37 months of cap- 
tivity in the Philippines. He held 
body and soul together even on 
starvation rations, and kept a keen 
mind with minimal stimulation. The 
Chief asserted that had the Allies’ 
heroic return to the Philippines 
been delayed by six months he could 
not have lived to tell of the terrify- 
ing Japanese atrocities. 


Though his vision dimmed, hear- 
ing became impaired, and hands 
atrophied owing to malnutrition and 
hard labor, Chief Akers retained 
the high spirit of true American- 
ism. He related the heart-sicken- 
ing Jap entry into Manila on 2 
January 1942, at which time he and 
his shipmates were corralled from 
the Cavite Navy Yard and thrown 
into the prison camp at Pasay Ele- 
mentary School. 


Three times a day the captives 
mustered, “bango”; three times a 
day they bowed to the Jap flag in 
the compound, compulsory upon the 
command, “dei.” The squalid rooms 
of the old kindergarten were bar- 
ren—men had not a bed on which 
to lay their heads, no mosquito nets 
for protection. The food, unfit for 
human consumption, consisted of 
Chinese (black) mushrooms tossed 
into a kettle of boiling water with 
no seasonings; the concoction, plus 
polluted fish, comprised the nou- 
rishment. 


Akers was later transferred to 
Bilibid Prison, a former Philippine 
penitentiary converted into a kind 
of hospital. While held captive, he 
did stevedoring, taking part in load- 
ing and unloading 250 cargo ships. 
Akers was astonished to observe 
looted allied arms and munitions 
on enemy ships, and terrified when 
enemy hospital ships transported 
their warfare materials. 


Manila, he said, was stripped and 
became a “hollow city” upon the 
Jap entry. “Occupied area curren- 
cy” replaced the local pesos and 
U. S. currency. Non-combatant 
hospital corpsmen were paid, but 
his combatant group did not re- 
ceive allowance of any kind. 

The occupants of the camp were 
slowly starving on 57 grams of rice 
daily. When the American forces 
regained power on 4 February 1945, 
it was a joyous and soul-stirring 
occasion to these worn and weak- 
ened men. 


Akers pays two tributes: to the 
underground system which offered 
news and hope to the prisoners, 
and to the Red Cross organization 
which sent foods, that were hun- 
grily consumed in the struggle of 
survival. 


Forty-five year old Chief Hart- 
ford Akers again realizes the com- 
fort of being in his own country. 
His home state is Kentucky. A 
Navy veteran of 28 years he has 
engaged in four wars: World War 
I, Sino-Japanese in 1932, Sino-Japa- 
nese in 1937, and World War II. 


MORAL: KEEP CLEAN 


Mindanao (CNS) —Col. William 
Verbeck, first American wounded 
on central Mindanao, was saved 
from probable death or serious in- 
jury from a sniper’s bullet when he 
bent over to wash his face. 


aoe 
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...Joseph V. Flynn, Chief Mochinist, receives the Bronze Star Medal,from 


Captain Shaar. 
F. H. Hunt and Lt. W. L. Neal. 


Witnessing the presentation are Comdr. C. D. Ryan, Lt. 


Bronze Star Medal 
Awarded Patient 


The Bronze Star Medal was re- 
cently awarded to Chief Machinist 
Joseph V. Flynn, U. S. N., pa- 
tient on E-2. Captain C. M. Shaar 
presented the medal to Flynn, with 
Comdr. Clark D. Ryan, Lt. F. H. 
Hunt and Lt. W. L. Neal, E-2 ward 
doctors, witnessing the ceremony. 

The citation accompanying the 
medal was conferred by T. C. Kin- 
kaid, Vice Admiral, U. S. Navy, 
Commander Seventh Fleet, by vir- 
tue of the power delegated to him, 
and in the name of the President of 
the United States. The citation 
reads as follows: 

“For distinguishing himself by 
meritorious achievement . .. on the 
escort carrier to which he was at- 
tached, ..., while it was under sur- 
face attack by a vastly superior 
enemy force. By cool and 
capable direction in an outstanding 
manner he prevented fires from oc- 
curring when the external lines 
were cut by enemy bomb and shell 
fire. He then improvised a safe 
means of patching and by-passing 
the damaged parts of the system so 
that refueling of aircraft could be 
continued on the flight deck when 
desired. His energy and initiative 
throughout distinguished him among 
those performing duties of the same 
character.” 

Chief Flynn enlisted in the Navy 
in April 1935, and was wounded § 
January 1945 while serving in the 
Philippine area. He was admitted 
to Long Beach Naval Hospital on 
1 March. 

MOIC’S MAY WARD 
PURPLE HEART 


Washington, D. C. (HCQNS)—To 
eliminate delay between time of 
wound and award of the Purple 
Heart the Secretary of the Navy 
has authorized the presentation of 
the award by medical officers in 
command of all hospitals within the 
continental limits, 


In addition, fleet commanders are 
authorized to delegate authority to 
award the Purple Heart “to com- 
manding officers of such hospital 
ships, advance base or other hos- 
pitals within their commands as 
they may deem necessary for this 
purpose.” 


Lt. L. G. Olson Acting Chief 
Nurse; Lt. Comdr. Bollerud 
Back to Sea 


Lt. L. G. Olson assumed the duties 
of Chief Nurse on 28 April follow- 
ing the departure of Lt. Comdr. I. 
Bollerud, who has returned to a 
base hospital in the South Pacific. 
Lt. Olson has been stationed here 
since November, 1945, and prior to 
that time was Chief Nurse in the 
Navy division at Wesley Memorial 
Hospital, which is associated with 
Chicago Navy Pier. Miss Olson has 
served overseas, spending two years 
in the Philippines, and returning 
just before the outbreak of the war. 


Corpsmen May Apply 
For V-12 Training 


A limited number of applicants 
will be assigned to college training 
under the V-12 program on 1 No- 
vember 1945. 


General requirements for consid- 
eration for assignment to this pro- 
gram include: an unmarried status; 
age less than 23 years as of 1 No- 
vember 1945; high school gradua- 
tion, or having attended or been ac- 
cepted at college; high school alge- 
bra and plane geometry; passing 
the physical examination for com- 
missioned rank (vision 18/20 each 
eye, correctible to 20/20.) 


Applicants will be permitted to 
express a preference for the type of 
duty (deck, engineering, and Sup- 
ply Corps only) toward which they 
wish their training to point. It 
should be noted that no men in this 
increment will be permitted to pur- 
sue premedical or predental train- 
ing. 

Completed applications must be 
ready by 1 August 1945. Members 
of the Staff wishing to make appli- 
eation or desiring further informa- 
tion are directed to see the Educa- 
tional Services’ Officer. 


Security and Public 
Works Move to 
New Offices 


This month finds the Public 
Works Department functioning in 
its new location in the Transporta- | 
tion building, north of the laundry. 
Lt. R. C. Lipman, CEC, Public 
Works Officer; W. F. Broderick, 


Foreman Mechanic; and Eva M. 
Rogers, PhM2/c, secretary, occupy 
two large office rooms on the sec- 
ond deck, directly over the dis- 
patcher’s office. Business connected 
with new construction, hospital 
transportation, laundry ,boiler plant, 
| NOB public works, trash and wax- 
jing details, care of lawns, janitor 
|work, outside MA, maintenance 
shops, security, and fire-fighting 
activity originates in this depart- 
ment. 


The Security Staff, housed on the 
first deck, conducts business rela- 
tive to guard duty (Ch Guard, 
“Dutch” Fritcher), parking, fire, 
and damage control. CPhM W. F. 
Patterson is in charge of this sec- 
tion. 

Quarters for night ambulance 
drivers and a room for civilian day 
chauffeurs are included in the new 
addition on the first deck. 


Two departments have occupied 
the vacant Public Works Office in 
the basement of the main building: 
Insurance and Benefits, Lt. E. Y. 
Trant (S) USNR, officer, with D. C. 
Brown, PhM3/c office assistant; 
and Legal Assistance in charge of 
G. D. Siegel, PhM2/c. 


SWIMMING MEET 


Sunday, 27 May 
1400 


* RELAYS * 
* NOVELTY EVENTS * 
* SHORT RACING * 
* DIVING * 


$108 in Prizes 
for 
Ist, 2nd, 3rd 


Places 


Participants: 
ENLISTED STAFF 


(Except Sp. A’s) 


Cap Insignia Authorized 
For Enlisted Waves 


A change in Wave uniform au- 
thorized recently is a metal pin-on 
insignia for wear on the garrison 
cap by Wave enlisted personnel 
(except C.P.0.s). The new device 
consists of a gold-plated fouled 
anchor superimposed upon a ster- 
ling silver propeller. Beginning 1 
June 1945, wearing of the insignia 
on the regulation overseas cap is 
mandatory. 


Our Skipper makes an inspection | 
tour of the grounds, and in his 
wake the soil is turned, new flow- 
ers spring forth, shrubs and trees 
take root as if by a touch of magic! 
Captain Shaar’s keen interest in 
beautifying the hospital compound 
has led to an accelerated program 
in landscaping. 

The seventy-five Monterey pine 
(Pinus Radiata to be botanically 
|correct) which line the west wall 
have a dual purpose—in their glory 
they will beautify the drab wall, 
and of tantamount importance is 
the windbreak value they provide 
against prevailing winds. Fifty 
Southern magnolias (grandi-flora), 
form the front border on Seventh 
Street. The east and north outly- 
ing sections are enclosed by Chi- 
nese elms. Two hundred and fifty 
trees were planted to form a con- 
tinuous border line enclosing the 
hospital area. 

The front section has been artis- 
tically laid out. At the main en- 
trance the shrubbery consists of 
Chinese magnolia, English holly, 
red fire-thorn shrubs, and flowering 
crabapples. The ornamental trees 
and shrubs there were originally 
imported from their habitat in Asia 
and Europe. The carefully designed 
flower beds on either side of the 
drive leading to the administra- 
tion building will look their best 
from the sky. Red petunias are 
assembled in the shape of crosses, 
and fields surrounding them are 
filled with white petunias. The cir- 
cular arrays have diameters of 
twenty-five feet. The nature of 
the base is connoted by this clever 
and skillful combination of shape 
and color. 

“A tree not only grows in Brook- 
lyn,” is a favorite comment among 


the Waves and nurses since sev- 
eral flame trees have been planted 
on the lawns of their quarters. The 
bloom will be an exotic red feather- 
like flower, which will lend a gay 
note to the area. 


Snuggled in a corner in back of 
the Walker Building is the station 
nursery. The garden crew raises 
the majority of plants from cut- 
tings which are transferred to con- 
tainers until large enough to be set 
out. This is a money-conserving 
project and too, many varieties are 
at hand which would probably not 
be available on the market. The 
civilian workers will begin concen- 
trating on upbuilding of the lawns 
when the sprinkler system is in- 
stalled. A wooded plot of elms, 
mulberries, and flowering locusts 
is thriving, and will adorn the area 
east of the future golf course, and 
north of the corpsmen’s quarters. 


We are fortunate in having, west 
of the “W” wards, the already 
flourishing group of native Cali- 
fornia pines which had their be- 
ginning many years ago. Our site 
is a part of the original early Span- 
ish land grant to an old Southern 
California family, the Bixbys. The 
hospital reposes on the highest 
tract of ground in the Bixby ranch. 
Anaheim highway once cut through 
diagonally, but was re-routed in 
order to facilitate a reserved area. 
It is of interest to note that this 
location, and that of Palos Verde, 
on the west side of San Pedro, were 
initially considered for the pros- 
pective hospital and that these par- 
ticular acres were selected. The 
hospital construction then began, to 
culminate in the commissioning of 
the Navy Hospital in December, 
1942. 
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Waves Recruiting 
On Large Basis 


With immediate need for a large 
number of Waves, recruiting re- 
opened recently on an enlarged 
scale. A high percentage of the 
women enlisted in the next few 
months will be assigned to the Hos- 
pital Corps for work in naval his- 
pitals, dispensaries and other med- 
ical establishments. However, the 
recruiting is not reserved to the 
medical field alone. 

According to the Recruiting Of- 
fice in Los Angeles these enlist- 
ments will relieve men now on 
state-side duty. As they say, it is 
expected that the majority of these 
men relieved of shore station de- 
tails, will join the Pacific forces. 


Fire Crew on Scene Before 
Alarm Sounded 


Even before the fire alarm rang, 
fighters were on the job taming the 
roaring flames. This is no “tall 
tale,’ but happened when Chief 
Fireman Fritcher’s watchful eye 
discovered the blaze at 0915, 30 
April. Overflow from an overheated 
tar pot ignited sixty-seven rolls of 
tar paper in the new ward construc- 
tion area between Buildings 84 and 
85. The spray nozzle, Fritcher’s own 
handiwork, was advantageously 
used to extinguish the flames. Cap- 
tain Shaar directed the operation of 
the fire crew and commented on its 
proficiency. 

No damage was incurred by the 
Navy. All materials involved were 
the property of the contractors. 


ADVANCEMENTS 
IN RATE 


A large group of corpsmen and 
Waves were advanced in rate as a 
result of the examination given in 
April. 

J. Stewart, corpsman, was the 
only staff member to receive an im- 
mediate raise to Ph.M 2/c, drawing 
the one opening due to his high 
final mark. Others advanced to 
Ph.M. 2/c, raise in rate pending— 
Allsberry, C. R.; Apperson, J. F.; 
Dosick, B.; Ellis, G. N.; Emmerson, 
E.; Gabany, E. G.; Grimes, L. E.; 
Haber, S. J.; Hurst, B. J.; Malec, 
J.; McKenzie, E.; McNealy, M.; 
Montelepre, P.; Moore, W. Hh 
Scaggs, W. E.; Schack, W. R.; Wal- 
lace, H.; Wolfe, R. S. 

Advancing to Ph.M. 3/c were: 
Alexander, L. J.; Barnhart, R.; 
Bearden, J. E.; Bertino, G. “G”; 
Biggs, R. L.; Butler, A. L.; Buford, 
G. H.; Caldwell, E. E.; Crist, J. C.; 
Chur, R. R.; Condos, W. J.; Crook, 
A.; Davis, J.; Dellenbaugh, V. L.; 
Eddy, A. M.; Ellis, W. H.; Fluitt, 
S. W.; Forbes, C. E.; French, S. W.; 
Haney, T. J.; Harvey, J. E.; Har- 
vey, W. R.; Hogan, W. R.; Johnson, 
E. L.; Johnson, J.; Johnson, O. R.; 
Kay, E. W.; Keeley, J. J.; Keys, J.; 
Kirk, J. W.; Kohorst, F. A.; Larson, 
B. E.; Loynd, D. M.; McConnel, G.; 
Rush, E. D.; Sandness, H. S.; Saun- 
ders, R. W. T.; Schackman, A.; 
Schouweiler, L. J.; Shaw, R. R. V.; 
Smith, D. A.; Smith, G. R.; Snyder, 
F. W.; Weir, W. L.; Lolly, R. W. 

To HAl1/c: Abel, L. E.; Boothby, 
R. J.; Bowman, M. L.; Connors, N.; 
Dangerfield, T.; Gettle, E. F.; Gon- 
char, S.; Gorman, W. C.; Hern, R. 
F.; Hunsberger, E.; Katz, M. G.; 
Meyer, W. L.; Moore, J. W.; Mum- 
by, L. G.; Olasov, B. J.; Poremance, 


AVIGE AOR LA 


ROUGHLY SPEAKING . . 


” 


. . and son, remember, 


- - - by A. G. Santomauro 


be a good boy!” 


U.S.S. TRANQUILITY 
COMMISSIONED 


New York, N. Y. (HCQNS)— 
Commissioning of the first of the 
new class of six hospital ships was 
scheduled for 24 April, with cere- 
monies aboard the U.S.S. TRAN- 
QUILITY at the Atlantic Basin 
Iron Works, Brooklyn. 

The 15,000-ton, completely air-con- 
ditioned hospital ship is of entirely 
new design with a bed capacity of 
800 patients and facilities for caring 
for 1,000 patients if necessary. 

Senior Medical Officer aboard the 
USS. TRANQUILITY is Capt. 
Bartholonew W. Hogan (MC) USN 
and the skipper is Capt. Merritt D. 
Mullen, USNR. Other ships of the 
same class to be commissioned soon 
are the U.S.S. HAVEN, BENEVO- 


L.; | LENCE, REPOSE, CONSOLATION 


and SANCTUARY. 


ESSAY CONTEST ON NP CARE 
Chicago, Ill. (HCQNS) 28 April— 


An essay contest of interest to med- 
ical department personnel engaged 
in care of neuropsychiatric patients 
was announced last week by the 
magazine THE MODERN HOS- 
PITAL, published at 919 North 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, 11, Il. 
Three prizes of $500, $350 and $150 
are offered for essays under 5,000 
words proposing plans for improv- 
ing treatment of NP patients in ci- 
vilian hospitals. All medical de- 
partment personnel are eligible 
since the magazine allows wide lati- 
tude in type of article submitted, in 
fact, warns against the purely medi- 
cal treatise. Contest closes 1 Oc- 
tober 1945. Full information may be 
obtained from the above address. 


Simpson, W. H.; Smatlak, S. J.; 
Stewart, W. B.; Stoll, A. W.; Tur- 


J. A.; Prentiss, R.; Stanton, R.; Ry-|ner, R. C.; Wood, R. H.; Young, 
bolt, J. A.; Scruggs, C. D.; Riffe, D.; i R. W. 


Comings and Goings 


The Staff of the USNH, Long 
Beach, lost four of its “oldtimers” 
this last month: Captain O. W. But- 
ler MC, USNR, reports to a naval 
hospital overseas ... Lt. Comdr. J. 
G. Sundbye, DC, USNR, becomes at- 
tached to the USS SAMARITAN 
... Lt. P. C. Skehan, CHC, USNR, 
reports to Comdr., Service Force, 
Pacific Fleet ... Lt. (jg) C. S. Con- 


ner, HC, USN, to duty at USNH, 
Puget Sound, Washington; and Lt. 
Comar. J. B. Hromadka, MC, USNR, 
on the staff for only a short time, 
transfers to the USN Dispensary, 
Long Beach. 

We welcome the following of- 
ficers aboard: Lt. Comdr. W. R. 
Molony, MC, USNR, reporting from 
USNH, Farragut, Idaho... Lt. C. 
E. Easley, MC, USNR, reporting 
after overseas duty. Dr. Easley was 
formerly attached to this staff for 
a brief period upon first entering 
the service ... Lt. V. J. Hope, CHC, 
USNR, who has just served in the 
South Pacific ... Lt. (jg) R. F. 
Kuntz, HC, USN, attached to the 
Property and Accounting Depart- 
ment... Lt. (jg) E. H. Hansen 
H(W), USNR, reporting following 
indoctrination training in Physical 
Therapy at the USNH, Oakland... 
Ch. Pharm. R.P.T. Ferguson, HC, 
USNR, reports from overseas, and 
Pharmacist J. S. Buehner, USN, 
back from overseas duty. 


BUMED TO PRODUCE AIR 
EVACUATION FILM 


Washington, D. C. (HCQNS)—A 
training film depicting all phases 
of air evacuation of casualties has 
been projected by the Audio-Visual 
Branch, Bumed. Its production in 
the field will be supervised by Lt. 
(jg) Anne Bruchal (NC) USN. 


Bergen and Thomas 
Headline Show Given 
At Hospital 


Hundreds of ardent Bergen fans 
were turned away on Tuesday 
evening, May 8, when seating ca- 
pacity of the auditorium filled up 
an hour before the first rate show 
began. 

Dannie Thomas, borrowed from 
the Fannie Brice Show, did a choice 
bit of MC-ing. His Chic Sales’ skit, 
riotous baseball scene, and trave- 
logue on crossing country by bus 
were high comedy. 

A talented cast assisted. Two 
types of dance were exhibited by 
an Irish lass, Marian Carrigan, 
tapping, and Virginia Carroll, do- 
ing a bit of acrobatic dancing. Jerry 
Sullivan, heartily applauded back 
by the GIs, uncovered every last 
verse of “Rum and Coca Cola.” 
Judy Clark gave out with a Betty 
Hutton style of song. 

Chipper Charlie McCarthy, with 
his colleague Edgar Bergen, pro- 
duced an apropos act, “The Opera- 
tion.” Charlie, the patient; Bergen, 
the physician and a Powers’ model 
as nurse, starred. After Charlie was 
put back into his suitcase—which 
seems difficult to apprehend since 
the little boy has become such an 
animated personality to us—Bergen 
introduced Ophelia, a ‘not-too- 
fussy” old maid. 

These ninety minutes of laughter 
were made possible by the LBNH 
Welfare and Recreation Depart- 
ment, Hollywood Victory Commit- 
tee, and USO Camp Shows. 


SURGEON GENERAL, USNH, 
SEATTLE EXEC IN ANTHOLOGY 


New York, N. Y. (HCQNS)—Pub- 
lishers E. P. Dutton & Company 
announced that the forthcoming 
book, “Doctors at War,” will include 
chapters by Vice Admiral Ross T. 
McIntire, Surgeon General of the 
Navy, and Capt. French R. Moore 
(MC) USN, executive officer at 
USNH, Seattle, Wash. The 418-page 
book will be published 11 May 1945. 


V-Letter From 
Former Skipper 


Friends of Captain P. M. Al- 
bright, former Medical Officer in 
Command of the Long Beach Naval 
Hospital who was detached on 22 
February 1945, will be interested in 
excerpts from his recent letter to 
Chaplain Lawrence. 

“I flew from the Coast all the way 
to the Marianas, stopping several 
places and inspecting medical ac- 
tivities. In one of the Marianas I 
saw a number of former Long 
Beach nurses in various hospitals. 
They all like it and are enjoying 
| their work, though missing Long 
|Beach. As I was leaving I heard 
running footsteps and here was 
Hawthorne (Editor and Cartoonsit 
of Aorta) arriving all out of breath. 
One of the L. B. nurses had told 
him I was on the Reservation. The 
Captain requested that Hawthorne 
receive the Aorta issues, and wrote, 
“also put me on the mailing list as 
I will never forget L. B. Hospital 
and the many friends and fine ship- 
| mates I had there. Best to all.” 

We appreciate Captain Albright’s 
continued interest, and extend every 
good wish to him in his present 
mission. 


